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The Garden Dirt...What's growing on...
LOVE IS LOVE

Victoria the goose was despondent. She laid a
clutch of eggs twice and each ti me a snake ate
all the eggs before they had a chance to hatch.
Even so, Victoria would continue to sit on the
empty nest. Katelyn, showing Victoria great
empathy, placed two duck eggs under her that
hatched soon after! Victoria and partner
Richard have bee n very protective and loving
towards their little adoptive ducklings!
However, they do seem a bit confused about
the Agoslingso strangbutway
they are accepting their little ones just as they
are. Love is love.




Volunteer:Spotlight

The Lehmb.ergs Through the Years., _ ‘
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The Lehmber@ (Melissa, Opie, and their two children Kade and Maggie) visited
the farm and met Pat the very first day they came to the island five andfa hal
years ago. A few months later they were living on Daufuskie. Volunteering at the
farm soon became a fabric of their lives. | recently had the pleasure of interviewin
Melissa about her experiences here at the farm and what a treasure trove of
memories sk and her family have built!



My first sighting of Melissa at the farm was of her with a shovel in her hand
standing in the middle of the duck pond knee high in excrement. This is a woman
who is not afraid of hard work and does what needs to be done! Wiaskdd her
what drives her, she answered it was her love of animals and her desire to give
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so if digging a pond, scooping out the excrement, replenishing the sides with
cinderblocks iswhattheyneeds St £ = (GKSy GKIFGQ&a o¢KI O
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extremely large somewhat ornery pig who reigns supreme in his private sty). Opie
her husband will do the heavy lifting (something halsays up fog helping
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quality of life will be improved with those nails trimmed. She knows mevealk,
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Melissa has been responsible for a myriad of tasks at the farm. Opening and
closing duties, milking, feeding, tagging chickens, maintaining schedules for the
veterinaryneeds of the animals, determining feed needs, picking up the feed and
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we dream volunteers will dq she sees what needs to be fixed or done and she
does it. Again, this is aomnan who is not afraid of hard work and is willing to get

in the trenches (or even dig the trenches!).

The impact of volunteering at the farm reaches deep into this family. Kade, (now
14 years old) sees farming as his future. His goals include a deggeculture

and applying for an internship at the prestigious Polyface Farms. Maggie helps
whenever asked and is a charming tour guide for visitors to the farm as well as an
animal lover and animal advocate like her mother.

| asked Melissa what she féfte biggest need the farm has, and she replied that
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it all. She also suggested that volunteers are needed to provide tours for the farm
and encourages anyone to step up andweer for this fun and rewarding task.
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chores of the farm would (like Maggie) be charming and passionate tour guides.

And finally, | asked Melissa what her favorite Pat story is and like most people wh
know Pat she had several stories right on the tip of her tongue to share. First
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Lampposts have been known to flicker when she walks by and electronics go on
and off around her constantly a St A &aal 00K,S Igve thik $toBIRce X
Patgotthishugd LA RSNJ 6 A0S 2y KSNJI F2200 . SOI
antibiotics or any medicationsshe just slathered it with honey and then a little
aloe and it healedrightup! YR FTAYy I ffte> aStAaal &l AF
t -G &d02NE D deklinimyat akapid ratelléss thah tvo years ago. She
was taking 1#hour naps and on an abundance of medications. Everyone was in a
panic worried about her. Pat, entering her eighth decade, decided she was going
to forego the pharmaceuticals and starplant-based diet. While most of us as we
get older become averse to change, Pat embraced this new way of life. She
dropped a ton of weight, lowered her blood pressure, and regained her vibrant
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so he came to Daufuskie for a visithile hewashere, he took notes on this plant
based diet Two weeks later he called Pat and informed her that he and his wife
whereembaikingon aVegancruise(before the pandemic!)The cruiseshowcased
andpromoted this very same dieNow Melissa imaginethe lives that this doctor

has impacted because of Pat. Pat not only changed her own life, but the lives of
her doctor and his wife and his own patients. Melissa prouwatig with love said,
Ghyf & dzf IRI Rere@rKd-faw®kotos showcasing the Lehmberg family.
Come by the farm and meet Melissa — though muck boots might be needed!

Interview by Vanessa Bramlett
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